
 
 
 

 

Partners in Project Green - Resource Reutilization Team Meeting 

Minutes – Tuesday December 1st, 2009. 1:30 PM ~ 3:30 PM 

In attendance:  Murray Haight (University of Waterloo), Renee Dello (City of Toronto), Karyn Hogan (Region of 
Peel), Jen Turnbull (Ministry of the Environment), Phil Dick (Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs), Derek 
Reilly (Yield Energy), Rolfe Philip (Yield Energy), Andrea Mitrovich (Clinton Climate Initiative), Aaron Stauch 
(University of Waterloo), Darren Borden (Weston Bakeries Limited), Katelyn Harris (University of Guelph), Gary 
Evertt (The Emerald Group), Mike Birett (The Emerald Group), Antoine Belaieff (Clinton Climate Initiative) Bernie 
McIntyre (TRCA), Chris Rickett (TRCA), Jennifer Taves (TRCA) and Dennis Braun (TRCA). 
 
Regrets: Stephen Rach (CME), Sarah Mills (RCO), Andy Campbell (Waste Diversion Ontario), Ilan Salamon 
(Ministry of the Environment), Michael Pullen (Waste Management), Sean Yong (Waste Management), Vincent 
Sferrazza (City of Toronto), Douglas Dew (U-Pak Disposals), Gary Wilde (Region of Peel), Sanjay Mishra (Region 
of Peel), Ashish D’Souza (Region of Peel), Raffaela Malfara (George Weston Limited). 
 

1. Introductions 
 
2. Review of Resource Reutilization Feasibility Study 

 

• Overview of Final Report 
o The Emerald Group gave a presentation outlining the results of the study. 
o Recommendation is that a Resource Reutilization project would be successful in the 

Pearson Eco-Business Zone, with the goal of finding waste reutilization opportunities for 
new waste streams. 

o Recommendation that a not-for-profit business model be pursued to facilitate diversion of 
materials not already being diverted through for-profit brokers. A portion of operating 
funds could be realized by providing services such as workshops and other value add 
services, but the majority of funds would need to come from another source, such as 
government. 

o The possibility of SR&ED funding being utilized as a possible source of financing was 
raised.  

o The concern of how this project is going to integrate with the Blue Box Program as that 
program expands was raised, but as this initiative is primarily focusing on ICI there 
should not be any conflict. 

o The idea of partnering with the provincial government and industry associations should 
be explored further to help ensure the success of the project. 

o The lack of knowledge surrounding the potential users of this program and the types of 
waste issues they are dealing with was considered an area requiring further study as 
part of the set-up of a region resource reutilization program.  

o It was suggested that upfront education regarding what products can be purchased that 
are divertable would be useful.  



o While it is known that approximately 80% of waste from the Pearson Eco-business Zone 
is going to landfill, and therefore there are opportunities here, the type of waste is largely 
unknown. It is advised that steps be taken to understand the characterization of waste 
within the zone in order for the successful completion of the project.  

 

ACTION ITEM:  That the non-profit operating model be further expanded upon, including potential ways to 
generate revenue, in the final report.  
 
ACTION ITEM:  That the types and amounts of potential waste be further explored and included in the final 
report with, if required, recommendations for further research on the types and amount of waste, including 
barriers businesses face with their waste disposal. 
 
ACTION ITEM: TRCA develop a briefing note on the recommendations of the report and initiate a meeting 
with the Ministry of the Environment to further explore the development of the regional resource 
reutilization network. 
 
ACTION ITEM: TRCA explore both public and private sector partnerships for the development of a regional 
resource reutilization network. 
 
ACTION ITEM: That the final report with the above revisions and recommendations be forwarded to the 
January 14th, 2010 Steering Committee meeting for input and approval.  
 

3. Bio-Gas Study 

• Overview of Peer Review 
o Yield Energy gave a presentation outlining the results of the Bio-Gas Study.  
o At this time, this project is not financially feasible as the business case would not 

generate 20% IRR over 10 years.  
o In order to make this project feasible, an anchor tenant is needed, and ideally users of 

the facilities waste heat would be located near by. It was suggested that a municipal 
partnership would significantly increase the success of this project – as it could provide a 
long-term waste contract at a tipping rate that would make the project financially feasible.   

o Meetings should be held with the Region of Peel and the City of Toronto to determine 
levels of interest. The Region of Peel is running at capacity and is currently looking for a 
third party for its organics, and Toronto is running at or close to capacity as well.  

o While the starting point is residential Source Separated Organics, the project should 
build in the capacity to deal with ICI waste in the future.  

 
ACTION ITEM: Meetings are to be held with relevant municipalities such as Peel, York, Durham and Toronto 
to gauge their interest in bio-gas facilities to process their residential organic waste. 

 

ACTION ITEM: The possibility of funding provided through the Federation of Canadian Municipalities is to 
be researched.  
 

4. The Great Exchange 

• The Great Exchange is based on an event held in Massachusetts and will have the goal of opening 
discussions around resource reutilization in the Pearson Eco-Business Zone. 



• This event will be held in the fall of 2010, and area businesses will be invited to share items they 
are looking to retain or dispose of. 

• This is seen as an effective method to make people aware of what is in the area and begin to form 
partnerships in the region for resource reutilization streams. 

 
 


